SN 47.14 — Cunda Sutta: At Ukkacela

English translation by Nyanaponika Thera.

Source: https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn47/sn47.014.nypo.html

Source revision: sha256:7c411108530c04aafccalac43267ed12227cbb2653320e8ae0bb686e566bb783
License: Free redistribution with attribution and complete notice —
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn47/sn47.014.nypo.html#F_termsOfUse

License URL: https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn47/sn47.014.nypo.html#F_termsOfUse
Copyright: ©1987 Buddhist Publication Society.

License notice: You may copy, reformat, reprint, republish, and redistribute this work in any medium
whatsoever, provided that: (1) you only make such copies, etc. available free of charge and, in the case of
reprinting, only in quantities of no more than 50 copies; (2) you clearly indicate that any derivatives of this
work (including translations) are derived from this source document; and (3) you include the full text of

this license in any copies or derivatives of this work. Otherwise, all rights reserved. Documents linked from
this page may be subject to other restrictions.

Attribution: ©1987 Buddhist Publication Society. You may copy, reformat, reprint, republish, and
redistribute this work in any medium whatsoever, provided that: (1) you only make such copies, etc.
available free of charge and, in the case of reprinting, only in quantities of no more than 50 copies; (2) you
clearly indicate that any derivatives of this work (including translations) are derived from this source
document; and (3) you include the full text of this license in any copies or derivatives of this work.
Otherwise, all rights reserved. Documents linked from this page may be subject to other restrictions.
From The Life of Sariputta (WH 90), compiled and translated from the Pali texts by Nyanaponika Thera
(Kandy: Buddhist Publication Society, 1987). Copyright © 1987 Buddhist Publication Society. Used with
permission. Last revised for Access to Insight on 30 November 2013. How to cite this document (a
suggested style): "Cunda Sutta: At Ukkacela" (SN 47.14), translated from the Pali by Nyanaponika Thera.
Access to Insight (BCBS Edition), 30 November 2013,
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn47/sn47.014.nypo.html .

Changes: Presentation only: original HTML markup reflowed into plain text; wording, numbering and
source repetitions retained. No repetitions expanded.

Completeness: UNKNOWN. Entire protected source unit, including notes and verses, preserved; canonical
completeness has not been independently established.

Text

Once the Blessed One was dwelling in the Vajji country, at Ukkacela on the bank of the
river Ganges, not long after Sariputta and Maha Moggallana had passed away. And at that
time the Blessed One was seated in the open, surrounded by company of monks.

The Blessed One surveyed the silent gathering of monks, and then spoke to them, saying:

"This assembly, O bhikkhus, appears indeed empty to me, now that Sariputta and Maha
Moggallana have passed away. Not empty, for me, is an assembly, nor need I have concern
for a place where Sariputta and Maha Moggallana dwell.

"Those who in the past have been Holy Ones. Fully enlightened Ones, those Blessed Ones,
too, had such excellent pairs of disciples as I had in Sariputta and Maha Moggallana. Those
who in the future will be Holy Ones, fully Enlightened Ones, those Blessed Ones too will
have such excellent pairs of disciples as I had in Sariputta and Maha Moggallana.



"Marvelous it is, most wonderful it is, bhikkhus, concerning those disciples, that they will
act in accordance with the Master's Dispensation, will act in according to his advice; that
they will be dear to the four Assemblies, will be loved, respected and honored by them.
Marvelous it is, most wonderful it is, bhikkhus, concerning the Perfect Ones, that when
such a pair of disciples has passed away there is no grief, no lamentation on the part of the
Perfect One.

"For of that which is born, come to being, put together, and so is subject to dissolution,
how should it be said that it should not depart? That indeed, is not possible.

"Therefore, bhikkhus, be ye an island unto yourselves, a refuge unto yourselves, seeking
no external refuge; with the Teaching as your island, the Teaching your refuge, seeking no
other refuge.”

See also: DN 16, SN 47.13



