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Text

The Spike

Suka Sutta (SN 45:154)

“It’s possible, monks, that a well-aimed spike of bearded wheat or bearded barley, when
pressed by a hand or foot, will cut into the hand or foot and draw blood. Why is that?
Because of the well-aimed-ness of the spike. In the same way, it is possible that a monk,
through well-aimed view, through a well-aimed development of the path, will cut into
ignorance, give rise to clear knowing, and realize unbinding. Why is that? Because of the
well-aimed-ness of the view.

“And how does a monk, through well-aimed view, through a well-aimed development of
the path, cut into ignorance, give rise to clear knowing, and realize unbinding? There is the



case where a monk develops right view dependent on seclusion, dependent on dispassion,
dependent on cessation, resulting in letting go. He develops right resolve… right speech…
right action… right livelihood… right effort… right mindfulness… right concentration
dependent on seclusion… dispassion… cessation, resulting in letting go. This is how a
monk, through well-aimed view, through a well-aimed development of the path, cuts into
ignorance, gives rise to clear knowing, and realizes unbinding.”


