SN 12.23 — Upanisa Sutta: Discourse on Supporting
Conditions

English translation by Bhikkhu Bodhi.

Source: https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn12/sn12.023.bodh.html

Source revision: sha256:7c411108530c04aafccalac43267ed12227cbb2653320e8ae0bb686e566bb783
License: Free redistribution with attribution and complete notice —
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn12/sn12.023.bodh.html#F_termsOfUse

License URL: https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn12/sn12.023.bodh.html#F_termsOfUse
Copyright: ©1980 Buddhist Publication Society.

License notice: You may copy, reformat, reprint, republish, and redistribute this work in any medium
whatsoever, provided that: (1) you only make such copies, etc. available free of charge and, in the case of
reprinting, only in quantities of no more than 50 copies; (2) you clearly indicate that any derivatives of this
work (including translations) are derived from this source document; and (3) you include the full text of

this license in any copies or derivatives of this work. Otherwise, all rights reserved. Documents linked from
this page may be subject to other restrictions.

Attribution: ©1980 Buddhist Publication Society. You may copy, reformat, reprint, republish, and
redistribute this work in any medium whatsoever, provided that: (1) you only make such copies, etc.
available free of charge and, in the case of reprinting, only in quantities of no more than 50 copies; (2) you
clearly indicate that any derivatives of this work (including translations) are derived from this source
document; and (3) you include the full text of this license in any copies or derivatives of this work.
Otherwise, all rights reserved. Documents linked from this page may be subject to other restrictions.
From Transcendental Dependent Arising: A Translation and Exposition of the Upanisa Sutta (WH 277), by
Bhikkhu Bodhi (Kandy: Buddhist Publication Society, 1980). Copyright © 1980 Buddhist Publication
Society. Used with permission. Last revised for Access to Insight on 13 June 2010. How to cite this
document (a suggested style): "Upanisa Sutta: Discourse on Supporting Conditions" (SN 12.23),
translated from the Pali by Bhikkhu Bodhi. Access to Insight (BCBS Edition), 13 June 2010,
https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn12/sn12.023.bodh.html . Alternate format:

Changes: Presentation only: original HTML markup reflowed into plain text; wording, numbering and
source repetitions retained. No repetitions expanded.

Completeness: ABBREVIATED. Every source-unit character is preserved; source ellipsis or
repetition-omission statement retained. Canonical repetitions were not reconstructed.

Text

While staying at Savatthi the Exalted One said:

"The destruction of the cankers, monks, is for one who knows and sees, I say, not for one
who does not know and does not see. Knowing what, seeing what does the destruction of
the cankers occur? 'Such is material form, such is the arising of material form, such is the
passing away of material form. Such is feeling... perception... mental formations...
consciousness; such is the arising of consciousness, such is the passing away of
consciousness' — for one who knows and sees this, monks, the destruction of the cankers
occurs.

"The knowledge of destruction with respect to destruction has a supporting condition, I
say, it does not lack a supporting condition. And what is the supporting condition for the



knowledge of destruction? 'Emancipation’ should be the reply.

"Emancipation, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting
condition. And what is the supporting condition for emancipation? 'Dispassion' should be
the reply.

"Dispassion, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting
condition. And what is the supporting condition for dispassion? 'Disenchantment' should
be the reply.

"Disenchantment, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a
supporting condition. And what is the supporting condition for disenchantment? 'The
knowledge and vision of things as they really are' should be the reply.

"The knowledge and vision of things as they really are, monks, also has a supporting
condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting condition. And what is the supporting
condition for the knowledge and vision of things as they really are? 'Concentration’ should
be the reply.

"Concentration, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting
condition. And what is the supporting condition for concentration? 'Happiness' should be
the reply.

"Happiness, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting
condition. And what is the supporting condition for happiness? 'Tranquillity' should be the

reply.

"Tranquillity, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting
condition. And what is the supporting condition for tranquillity? 'Rapture’ should be the

reply.

"Rapture, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting

condition. And what is the supporting condition for rapture? 'Joy' should be the reply.

"Joy, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting condition.
And what is the supporting condition for joy? 'Faith' should be the reply.

"Faith, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting
condition. And what is the supporting condition for faith? 'Suffering' should be the reply.

"Suffering, monks, also has a supporting condition, I say, it does not lack a supporting
condition. And what is the supporting condition for suffering? 'Birth' should be the reply.

"And what is the supporting condition for birth?. 'Existence' should be the reply.

"What is the supporting condition for existence? 'Clinging' should be the reply.



"What is the supporting condition for clinging? 'Craving' should be the reply.

"What is the supporting condition for craving? 'Feeling' should be the reply.

"What is the supporting condition for feeling? 'Contact' should be the reply.

"What is the supporting condition for contact? 'The sixfold sense base' should be the reply.

"What is the supporting condition for the sixfold sense base? 'Mentality-materiality' should
be the reply.

"What is the supporting condition for mentality-materiality? 'Consciousness' should be the
reply.

"What is the supporting condition for consciousness? 'Kamma formations' should be the
reply.

"Kamma formations, monks, also have a supporting condition, I say, they do not lack a
supporting condition. And what is the supporting condition for kamma
formations? 'Ignorance' should be the reply.

"Thus, monks, ignorance is the supporting condition for kamma formations, kamma
formations are the supporting condition for consciousness, consciousness is the
supporting condition for mentality-materiality, mentality-materiality is the supporting
condition for the sixfold sense base, the sixfold sense base is the supporting condition for
contact, contact is the supporting condition for feeling, feeling is the supporting condition
for craving, craving is the supporting condition for clinging, clinging is the supporting
condition for existence, existence is the supporting condition for birth, birth is the
supporting condition for suffering, suffering is the supporting condition for faith, faith is
the supporting condition for joy, joy is the supporting condition for rapture, rapture is the
supporting condition for tranquillity, tranquillity is the supporting condition for happiness,
happiness is the supporting condition for concentration, concentration is the supporting
condition for the knowledge and vision of things as they really are, the knowledge and
vision of things as they really are is the supporting condition for disenchantment,
disenchantment is the supporting condition for dispassion, dispassion is the supporting
condition for emancipation, and emancipation is the supporting condition for the
knowledge of the destruction (of the cankers).

"Just as, monks, when rain descends heavily upon some mountaintop, the water flows
down along with the slope, and fills the clefts, gullies, and creeks; these being filled fill up
the pools; these being filled fill up the ponds; these being filled fill up the streams; these
being filled fill up the rivers; and the rivers being filled fill up the great ocean — in the same
way, monks, ignorance is the supporting condition for kamma formations, kamma
formations are the supporting condition for consciousness, consciousness is the
supporting condition for mentality-materiality, mentality-materiality is the supporting
condition for the sixfold sense base, the sixfold sense base is the supporting condition for



contact, contact is the supporting condition for feeling, feeling is the supporting condition
for craving, craving is the supporting condition for clinging, clinging is the supporting
condition for existence, existence is the supporting condition for birth, birth is the
supporting condition for suffering, suffering is the supporting condition for faith, faith is
the supporting condition for joy, joy is the supporting condition for rapture, rapture is the
supporting condition for tranquillity, tranquillity is the supporting condition for happiness,
happiness is the supporting condition for concentration, concentration is the supporting
condition for the knowledge and vision of things as they really are, the knowledge and
vision of things as they really are is the supporting condition for disenchantment,
disenchantment is the supporting condition for dispassion, dispassion is the supporting
condition for emancipation, and emancipation is the supporting condition for the
knowledge of the destruction (of the cankers)."



