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Text
Followed by Ear

Sotanugata Sutta (AN 4:191)

“Monks, when the teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech, examined by
mind, and well penetrated by view, four rewards can be expected. Which four?

“There is the case where a monk has mastered the Dhamma: dialogues, narratives of
mixed prose & verse, explanations, verses, spontaneous exclamations, quotations, birth
stories, amazing events, question & answer sessions [the earliest classifications of the
Buddha's teachings]. In him, these teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech,
examined by mind, and well penetrated by view. Passing away when his mindfulness is
muddled, he arises in a certain group of devas. To him, happy there, they recite verses of



Dhamma. Slow is the arising of his mindfulness, but when mindful,1 he quickly arrives at
distinction. When the teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech, examined by
mind, and well penetrated by view, this is the first reward that can be expected.

“Further, there is the case where a monk has mastered the Dhamma: dialogues... question
& answer sessions. In him, these teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech,
examined by mind, and well penetrated by view. Passing away when his mindfulness is
muddled, he arises in a certain group of devas. It doesn’t happen that they recite verses of
Dhamma to him, happy there. But a monk2 with psychic power, attained to mastery of
awareness, teaches the Dhamma to the assembly of devas. The thought occurs [to the new
deval: ‘This is the Dhamma & Vinaya under which I used to live the holy life.’ Slow is the
arising of his mindfulness, but when mindful, he quickly arrives at distinction.

“Suppose a man skilled in the sound of a war drum were to hear the sound of a war drum
while traveling along a highway. He would have no doubt or perplexity, ‘Is that the sound
of a war drum or not the sound of a war drum? He would come to the conclusion, ‘That's
the sound of a war drum for sure.’ In the same way, there is the case where a monk has
mastered the Dhamma.... Passing away when his mindfulness is muddled, he arises in a
certain group of devas.... A monk with psychic power, attained to mastery of awareness,
teaches the Dhamma to the assembly of devas. The thought occurs [to the new deval:
‘This is the Dhamma & Vinaya under which I used to live the holy life.’ Slow is the arising of
his mindfulness, but when mindful, he quickly arrives at distinction. When the teachings
have been followed by ear, recited by speech, examined by mind, and well penetrated by
view, this is the second reward that can be expected.

“Further, there is the case where a monk has mastered the Dhamma: dialogues... question
& answer sessions. In him, these teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech,
examined by mind, and well penetrated by view. Passing away when his mindfulness is
muddled, he arises in a certain group of devas. It doesn’t happen that they recite verses of
Dhamma to him, happy there. Nor does a monk with psychic power, attained to mastery of
awareness, teach the Dhamma to the assembly of devas. But a deva teaches the Dhamma
to the assembly of devas. The thought occurs [to the new deva]: ‘This is the Dhamma &
Vinaya under which I used to live the holy life.’ Slow is the arising of his mindfulness, but
when mindful, he quickly arrives at distinction.

“Suppose a man skilled in the sound of a conch were to hear the sound of a conch while
traveling along a highway. He would have no doubt or perplexity, ‘Is that the sound of a
conch or not the sound of a conch? He would come to the conclusion, ‘That's the sound of
a conch for sure.’ In the same way, there is the case where a monk has mastered the
Dhamma.... Passing away when his mindfulness is muddled, he arises in a certain group of
devas.... A deva teaches the Dhamma to the assembly of devas. The thought occurs [to the
new deva]: ‘This is the Dhamma & Vinaya under which I used to live the holy life." Slow is
the arising of his mindfulness, but when mindful, he quickly arrives at distinction. When
the teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech, examined by mind, and well
penetrated by view, this is the third reward that can be expected.



“Further, there is the case where a monk has mastered the Dhamma: dialogues... question
& answer sessions. In him, these teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech,
examined by mind, and well penetrated by view. Passing away when his mindfulness is
muddled, he arises in a certain group of devas. It doesn’t happen that they recite verses of
Dhamma to him, happy there. Nor does a monk with psychic power, attained to mastery of
awareness, teach the Dhamma to the assembly of devas. Nor does a deva teach the
Dhamma to the assembly of devas. But [another] spontaneously-arisen being reminds
[this] spontaneously-arisen being, ‘Do you remember, my dear? Do you remember3 where
we practiced the holy life together? He says, ‘I remember, my dear. I remember.’ Slow is
the arising of his mindfulness, but when mindful, he quickly arrives at distinction.

“Suppose that there were two comrades who played together in the mud. They would
happen to meet later at some time, at some place, and there one companion would say to
the other, ‘Do you remember this, my friend? And do you remember this?4 And the other
would say, ‘Iremember, my friend. I remember.’ In the same way, there is the case where
a monk has mastered the Dhamma: dialogues... question & answer sessions. In him, these
teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech, examined by mind, and well
penetrated by view. Passing away when his mindfulness is muddled, he arises in a certain
group of devas.... A spontaneously-arisen being reminds [this] spontaneously-arisen
being, ‘Do you remember, my dear? Do you remember where we practiced the holy life
together? He says, ‘I remember, my dear. I remember.’ Slow is the arising of his
mindfulness, but when mindful, he quickly arrives at distinction. When the teachings have
been followed by ear, recited by speech, examined by mind, and well penetrated by view,
this is the fourth reward that can be expected.

“Monks, when the teachings have been followed by ear, recited by speech, examined by
mind, and well penetrated by view, these four rewards can be expected.”

Notes

1. Reading sato with the Thai edition. The Sri Lankan and Burmese editions have satto,
“being.”

2. Reading bhikkhu with the Sri Lankan and Burmese editions. The Thai edition has no
word here.

3. Following the Burmese edition. In the Thai and Sri Lankan editions, the question, “Do
you remember?” is not repeated.

4. Following the Burmese edition. In the Thai and Sri Lankan editions, the question, “And
do you remember this?” is not repeated.

Publisher references (not part of the sutta)

See also: AN 5:202



