AN 3.97 — Dutiya Ajaniya Sutta (The Thoroughbred -
Part 2)

English translation by Bhikkhu Candana.
Source: https://www.mindreleased.com/s/Book-3_Anguttara-Nikya-A-New-Translation.pdf#page=209
Source revision: ee5230c458ad6c1566f518d5909916ad92d12aebf1240750¢5357dd9b5699f30

License: Candana — free distribution, unaltered contents —
https://www.mindreleased.com/s/Book-3_Anguttara-Nikya-A-New-Translation.pdf

Copyright © Bhikkhu Candana, 2020, 2026. Free distribution only; do not alter the contents. The original
book, including its complete permission notice, accompanies this text.

Candana source labels: 95. Site text ID: AN 3.97.
Text

95. Dutiya Ajaniya Sutta (The Thoroughbred - Part 2) Bhikkhus, endowed with three
qualities, the king's thoroughbred stallion becomes worthy of him, while also being the
king's prized possession, a genuine sign of his kingship.

Now, what are these three qualities?

Here, Bhikkhus, the king's thoroughbred stallion is endowed with beauty, power and
speed.

It is because of these three qualities, that the king's thoroughbred stallion becomes worthy
of him, while also being the king's prized possession, a genuine sign of his kingship.

In the same manner, Bhikkhus, endowed with three qualities, the Bhikkhu becomes
worthy of gifts, worthy of hospitality, worthy of offerings, and worthy of reverential
salutation with clasped hands in front of one’s heart, truly being the highest and
unsurpassed field of merits throughout existence.

And what are these three qualities?

Here, Bhikkhus, the Bhikkhu is endowed with beauty, power, and speed.

And how, Bhikkhus, is the Bhikkhu endowed with beauty?

Here, Bhikkhus, the Bhikkhu lives and behaves virtuously while observing the Patimokkha'’s
rules, practicing right conduct in all of his behavior. He observes the training rules, while
being scrupulous, seeing fear and disgust in the slightest of faults. Thus, by undergoing
such training, the Bhikkhu becomes endowed with beauty.

And how, Bhikkhus, does the Bhikkhu become powerful?

Here, Bhikkhus, with applied effort, the Bhikkhu is vigorously dedicated to his training, as
he dispels any unwholesome and damaging (akusala) traits in himself, while developing



wholesome and beneficial (kusala) ones instead, maintaining firm resolve by exerting
himself, sustaining his heedfulness as he develops wholesome characteristics, without
ever becoming deterred from the single and primary aim of the Holy Life, for which he has
gone forth. It is therefore in this manner, that the Bhikkhu becomes powerful.

And how, Bhikkhus, does the Bhikkhu become endowed with speed?

Here, Bhikkhus, having destroyed the five lower fetters that bind one to the sensual world,
the Bhikkhu transforms himself, whereby after death, he becomes one who is destined to
be spontaneously reborn into the Pure Abodes, never to return from there, for he is to
realize Full Awaking within that realm. It is therefore in this manner, that the Bhikkhu
becomes endowed with speed.

Bhikkhus, being thus endowed with these three qualities, the Bhikkhu becomes worthy of
gifts, worthy of hospitality, worthy of offerings, and worthy of reverential salutation with
clasped hands in front of one’s heart, truly being the highest and unsurpassed field of
merits throughout existence.



