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Text

46. “Bhikkhus, there are two types of gatherings. What two?
“The disqustingly filthy gathering, and the very cream of all gatherings.
“Now what, Bhikkhus, is the disgustingly filthy gathering?

“Bhikkhus, a gathering where the Bhikkhus are driven and instigated by greed, lusting
after and desiring some profit or gain in their behavior; where they are driven and
instigated by anger and hatred in their behavior; where they are driven and instigated by
delusion in their behavior; and where they are driven and instigated by cowardice in their
behavior; that assembly of spineless Bhikkhus, therefore, is recognized as a disgustingly
filthy gathering.

“And what, Bhikkhus, is the very cream of all gatherings?

“Bhikkhus, a gathering where the Bhikkhus are neither driven nor instigated by desiring
some profit or gain in their behavior; where they are neither driven nor instigated by anger
or hatred in their behavior; where they are neither driven nor instigated by delusion in
their behavior; and where they are neither driven nor instigated by cowardice in their
behavior; that assembly of courageously fearless Bhikkhus, therefore, is truly recognized
as the very cream of all gatherings.

“Bhikkhus, these are the two types of gatherings. And out of these two, the very cream of
all gatherings is indeed the greatest.”



