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Text

45. “Bhikkhus, there are two types of gatherings. What two?
“The obscene gathering and the noble gathering.
“Now what, Bhikkhus, is the obscene gathering?

“Bhikkhus, there is a gathering that has within it Bhikkhus assembled, who do not know as
it really is - this is suffering, this is the arising and origin of suffering, this is the cessation
of suffering, and this is the Path leading to the cessation of suffering. Therefore, this is the
obscene gathering.

“And what, Bhikkhus, is the noble gathering?”

“Bhikkhus, there is a gathering that has within it Bhikkhus assembled, who do know as it
really is - this is suffering, this is the arising and origin of suffering, this is the cessation of
suffering, and this is the Path leading to the cessation of suffering. Therefore, this is the
noble gathering.

“Bhikkhus, these are the two types of gatherings. And out of these two, the noble
gathering is indeed the greatest.”



